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Exploring the Experience of Street-Working Children
in Tehran during the Pandemic

ABSTRACT

Background and Objectives: While much attention has been given to understanding
how different social groups have experienced the COVID-19 pandemic, few studies
have focused on working children. Therefore, more information is needed about
the challenges faced by this vulnerable group. This research aimed to explore
the experiences of street-working children during this global health crisis and
understand how their way of life, working conditions, and social relationships
might have changed.

Materials and Methods: This study employed a qualitative research methodology.
Data were collected through observation and semi-structured interviews with 12
street-working children in Tehran, Iran, until reaching thematic saturation. The
children had all lived and worked through the COVID-19 pandemic and were
selected using purposive sampling. The data were analyzed using the thematic
analysis. The reliability of the identified themes was corroborated by using the
audit technique and analytical comparisons.

Results: A total of 114 concepts, 16 subcategories and five main categories, including
violation of home quarantine, multiple transformations, disruption of economic
order, augmentation, and compounded violence experiences, emerged. On this
basis, apart from the rise in the number of working children, unemployment
and poverty confined these children to the streets so that they had to endure
health risks, disruptions in the market, and multiple changes in their jobs, besides
experiencing various forms of violence in their familial, interpersonal, and social
interactions.

Conclusion: Since the rise in the number of working children and the additional
challenges in their living situations cannot be seen as inevitable outcomes of
pandemics, state authorities at all levels and non-state players like NGOs need to
ensure the necessary social, economic, and livelihood support for street-working
children and other underprivileged families with children under 18 during any
future pandemics or health crises. This would effectively help to avoid the social
harms that come with child labor.
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1. The International Labor Organization (ILO)
2. The Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
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1. Semi Structured Interview
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